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In the past fifteen years, the government of the People’s Republic of China has developed a global
soft power strategy in which Confucianism figures prominently. This policy rests on the assumption
that Confucian philosophy is not only globally transferrable but also capable of attracting a
significant number of adherents in different social and political contexts. Focusing on the case of
the United States, | will argue that while transferability, or what | term “philosophical transposition,”
is possible, it is improbable due to specific social and political obstacles.
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1] .] Bl Sam Crane is W. Van Alan Clark '41 Third Century Professor in the
. Social Sciences at Williams College (Massachusetts, USA) where he E E
teaches courses on contemporary Chinese politics and ancient
. Chinese philosophy. He is the author of Life, Liberty, and the
: i Pursuit of Dao: Ancient Chinese Thought in Modern American .
Life (Wiley Blackwell) and writes extensively about ancient Chinese E
political philosophy on his Dblog, The Useless Tree
(http://uselesstree.typepad.com).
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