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Xinjiang is the north-westernmost
province-level unit in China. The
population is multiethnic, the largest
single ethnic group bemg the Uygurs, who are Turkic in culture
and Muslim by religion.

In July 2009 there was serious ethnic rioting in Urumqi, the cap-
ital of Xinjiang, with significant casualties. There have been sev-
eral incidents since then, most notably in Hotan and Kashgar in
July 2011.

The paper will look briefly at the internal and external causes of
these disturbances and it will consider the effects and implica-
tions of the riots and later disturbances. It will also make some
comparisons with the situation in Tibet. Some comparisons and
contrasts will be made between the diaspora leaders of both
ethnic groups, especially the internationally famous Tibetan Dalai
I‘I.(aréla and the President of the World Uyghur Congress Rebiya

adeer.




