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Abstract;

Although the United States and China will be the primary state actors and their relation-
ship will contain elements of rivalry as well as cooperation, the prerequisites of Cold War
bipolarity no longer exist. Rather, the order would be best described as “multinodal,” a
matrix of interacting, unequal units that pursue their own interests within a stable array of
national units and an increasing routinization of international regimes and interpenetrating
transnational connections.
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