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Prof. Sonny Lo Shiu-Hing

Head and Professor

Department of Soclal Sclences , Hong Kong Institute of Education

Preof. Lo formerly worked at the University of Waterloo, University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong University of Sclence and
Technology, Murdoch University, Lingnan College, and University of East Asla.

This talk will be based on Prof. Lo's new book that analyzes the ways In which the Chingse government and military
responded to the 2008 Wenchuan earthquake In Slchuan province. It adopts a comparative and historlcal perspective
In studylng the responses of the Chinese government In the first critlcal 72 hours, the mobilization of the People's
Liberation Army and the difficulties encountered, the assertive and Important role of the non-governmental groups
which established a partnership with the state In the rescue operatlons, and the process and politics of reconstruction.
The book Is rich In materials, Including comparative case studles of the Tangshan earthquake In 1976, the outbreak of
the Severe Acute Resplratory Syndrome In 2003, the earthquakes In Haltl and Chile, the cyclone In Myanmar, and the
contrasts with the Japanese earthquake/tsunaml in 2011, Researchers, government officlals, pollcy analysts, selsmic
speclalists, Journalists and students will find this book extremely useful, conceptually Inslghtful and practically
policy-relevant.




